and that is when they have no regard to their union,
save only for their fleshly delight, as says Saint Je-
rome; and care for nothing but that they are come to-
gether; because they are married, it is all well
enough, as they think. But over such folk the Devil
has power, as said the Angel Raphael to Tobias; for
in their union they put Jesus Christ out of mind and
give themselves to all filthiness. The fourth kind is
the coming together of those that are akin, or of those
that are related by marriage, or else of those whose
fathers or other kindred have had intercourse in the
sin of lechery; this sin makes them like dogs that pay
no heed to relationship. And certainly, kinship is of
two kinds, either spiritual or carnal; spiritual, as
when one lies with one's sponsor. For just as he thai*
engenders a child is its fleshly father, just so is his
godfather his spiritual father. For which reason a
woman is in no less sin when she lies carnally with
her godfather or her godson than she would be in if
she coupled with her own fleshly brother. The fifth
kind is that abominable sin whereof a man ought
scarcely to speak or write, notwithstanding it is
openly discussed in holy writ. This wickedness men
and women do with divers intentions and in divers
manners; but though holy writ speaks of such hor-
rible sin, holy writ cannot be defiled, any more than
can the sun that shines upon the dunghill. Another
form of sin appertains to lechery, and that comes
often to those who are virgin and also to those who
are corrupt; and this sin men call pollution, which
comes in four ways. Sometimes it is due to laxness of
the body; because the humours are too rank and
abundant in the body of man. Sometimes it is due to
infirmity; because of the weakness of the retentive
virtue, as is discussed in works on medicine. Some-
times it is due to a surfeit of food and drink. And
sometimes it comes from base thoughts that were
enclosed in man's mind when he fell asleep; which
thing may not happen without sin. Because of this,
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